
 
 

 
 

 

 

The undersigned organizations and groups appreciate the opportunity to submit our views on the 

functions and activities of the Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform. Our submission 

is in line with and supportive of the LCIP's submissions. 

At least 24 percent of the carbon stored above ground in the world’s tropical forests (not counting 

the carbon stored in the soil) is in the collectively-managed lands of Indigenous Peoples and local 

communities. This is one of the figures presented on the 18th Annual Land and Poverty Conference. 

But also, the experts mentioned that less of 10% of this land is legally owned by those communities. 

On this matter the 2018 CLARA report “Missing Pathways”, declares how “securing community 

land rights represents an effective, efficient and equitable climate action that governments 

can undertake to protect the world’s forests. Protecting forests while allowing for indigenous 

and community-based forest management to provide biodiversity, food security, and carbon 

sequestration benefits is an urgent first step in ending deforestation and restoring forests’ 

historical role as net forest ‘sink’”.  

The recognition of the importance of indigenous peoples knowledge and experience on the 

fight against climate change, and specifically the great opportunity that the LCIPP brings on 

this matter, are the reasons for the organizations signing to submit these proposals to the 

Secretariat regarding some possible activities that could enhance the LCIPP’s role within the 

UNFCCC. 

Recommendations  
 

 Recalling the SBSTA Draft decision -/C24 paragraph 20, we strongly recommend UNFCCC 
bodies, such as SBST and SBI to approach and develop formal consultation with the LCIPP 
regarding Article 6 of the Paris Agreement. Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples’ 
rights should be a cross cutting objective that should be discussed in all the working groups 
such as in the Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture. The objective of this measure is to ensure 
that Parties discuss local communities and inidgenous peoples in all areas and phases of 
work relating to the implementation of the Paris Agreement The objective of this measure is 
to avoid that countries only discuss local communities and indigenous peoples concerns 
within the platform.  
 
 

 The platform should take into consideration existing indigenous peoples and local 
communities’ representations on other bodies outside UNFCCC, such as within the Green 
Climate Fund, the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Convention to Combat 
Desertification to enhance the scope and incidence on mitigation and adaptation to climate 
change, both regarding the implementation of common projects and political decisions. 
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 As described on Paragraph 6(a–c) of decision 2/CP.23, building capacity for engagement 
should be supported by the implementation of national platforms. National Platforms 
should also have a “Facilitative Working Group” for the operationalization of the platform at 
the national level. Thus, one of the tasks of the Global platform should be to promote the 
creation and functionalization of LCIP platforms at the national level. Programs and activities 
proposed by the Global Platform should be consulted with the National Platforms, and vice 
versa. The establishment of national platforms will enhance the engagement and inclusion 
of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities at the national, regional, local and community 
level. We believe that the creation and support of national structures is crucial to ensure the 
participation of Indigenous Peoples and local communities from their grass roots 
organizations.  The existence of one Global Platform and National Platforms in different 
countries will facilitate the sharing of best practices, experiences and lessons on mitigation 
and adaptation from the local to the international arena.  
 

 The representatives to be elected as members of the “Facilitative Working Group” (FWG) of 
LCIP platforms both at the Global and National level shall come from different geographic 
regions and be gender balanced. The “Facilitative Working Group” of the LCIPP both at the 
national and global level should operate on the basis of consensus. 

   
 Ensure for the respect of Indigenous Peoples’ free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC) at the 

national and international level. Especially in countries that have not ratified International 
Labor Organization Convention 169, the implementation of national platforms should be 
done in accordance with the directives contained in the Preambles to both the Paris 
Agreement and the Paris Decision: “Parties should, when taking action to address climate 
change, respect, promote, and consider their respective obligations on human rights…the 
rights of indigenous peoples….” Moreover, as stated in the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), Indigenous Peoples have the right to participate 
in decision-making in matters which could affect their rights, including the projects that 
could affect their lands, territories and resources, through representatives chosen by 
themselves in accordance with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and develop 
their own decision-making institutions. 

  
 FPIC must be respected on the process of sharing knowledge and experience in the 

development of the web portal on the LCIPP as stated in the Draft decision -/C24 paragraph 
21. As well as on the way of communication of indigenous peoples through workshops. 
   

 Taking into account that the objective for which the platform was created was to reaffirm 
the value of the knowledge and experiences of Indigenous Peoples to respond to climate 
change, Parties should be invited to incorporate into their Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDC) and national adaptation and mitigation plans.  Indigenous peoples’ 
practices of forest protection as an integral part of the actions necessary to achieve the 
goals of the Paris agreement. In addition, respect and recognition of knowledge, 
technologies, practices and efforts by indigenous peoples and local communities should be 
incorporated and linked to the achievement of the NDC goals. 

 
 Parties should recognize the importance and contribution of indigenous peoples knowledge, 

by including them on their NDC (on this there`s the importance on scale and MRV which I 
would like to include, but is under the groups consideration), as a way to enhance ambition.  

 
 The “Facilitative Working Group” should invite and enhance participating of Local 

communities in the LCIPP at both global and national level. 



 
 

 

 In order to make effective and balancing participation of local communities in the thematic 
in- session workshop (June 2019) on enhancing the participation of local communities, in 
addition to indigenous peoples, in the LCIPP, we recommend to develop a transparent 
mechanism for selection of participant from local communities.   

 
 In order to strengthen the capacity of the UNFCCC to provide substantive assistance and 

support to the LCIP platform in carrying out its mandate, we support the proposal of the IP 
Caucus regarding the establishment of an Indigenous Peoples Focal Point within the UNFCCC 
Secretariat to prepare, facilitate and promote the coordination of work of the platform 
within the UNFCCC system. The Focal Point should work directly with the different bodies of 
the UNFCCC and the “Facilitative Working Group” of the LCIP platform. Coordination is 
required for the organization of meetings, distribution of results, and promotion of 
awareness of traditional and indigenous knowledge within governments, the UNFCCC 
system, and the general public.   

 
 

The following indigenous organizations support this submission:  

                                        

 

                                        National Indigenous Organization of Colombia-ONIC 

 

   Coordinadora de las Organizaciones Indígenas de la Cuenca

    Amazónica, on behalf of its 9 national organisations 

         Asociación Interétnica de Desarrollo de la Selva Peruana 

The following members of The Climate, Land, Ambition and Rights Alliance (CLARA) a global CSO 

network pursuing climate solutions that work for people, including through securing land rights for 

indigenous peoples and local communities, support this submission: 

 

     RainForest Norway                                                 



 
 

           Asociación Ambiente y Sociedad                                                                      

Pivot Point, A Nonprofit Corporation, United States 

    The Indonesian Conservation Community (KKI WARSI) 

.         Rede de Cooperação Amazônica (RCA) 

    Derecho Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, Perú. 

 

     For a Just New World, Italy. 

 

 US and Europe. 

     Yayasan Madani Berkelanjutan, Indonesia.  

 


