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What do we
work for?

             the right of access 
to information and 
participation in order to 
achieve environmental 
justice.

            advise, identify 
and characterize 
socio-envi ronmenta l 
conflicts; as well as, to 
design strategies for 
citizen to solve them in 
strategic territories.

To prevent

To promote 

What
do we seek?

              and raise awareness 
about climate change; besides, 
to encourage the financing of 
infrastructure to work on this 
problem. 

To broadcast



Strategies

Compilation, analysis, systematization 
and production of technical and 
normative information for the defense 
of the environment and human rights.

Research and Documentation:

To Strengthen skil ls in social 
organizations and citizens.

Coaching and training:

Strategies

To influence social organizations 
towards decision-making entities.t

Legal-Political Route: 

Projection of information through 
the strategic use of 
state-of-the-art channels and 
tools in communication.

Strategic communication:



Activation of mechanisms for access to 
information, participation and 
transparency in state, supranational and 
financial institutions.
Establishment of routes to improve 
governance in environmental 
management.
Strengthening of local authorities and 
guidance in territorial planning for 
sustainable development.

Territory and
Environmental Democracy

1

Follow up the efficiency in the assignation of 
resources (climate financing). 
To encourage the community to participate 
and broadcast mitigation mechanisms for 
climate change; as well as, to give tools for 
adapting to it. 
To promote deforestation guards and/or parti-
cipatory monitoring. 

Climate Justice
3

Programs
Monitoring investment in multi lateral and 
national development banks.
Encouragement in the application of 
social and environmental safeguards.
Analysis of the financing of 
infrastructure projects, in addition to 
monitoring the compliance with 
safeguards.
Follow up on policies and agreements 
between banks and governments.

Banking and
socio-environmental rights

2

Information and education processes 
to create opinion, participation and 
action in public opinion

Strategic
communication for

sustainable development

4



Territory and
Environmental

Democracy
Citizens can only participate in decisions that affect them 
socially and environmentally if they have access to 
current-sufficient-appropriated-language information. 
Therefore, in all the activities we focus on, we get to promote 
information and participation spaces in simple language at 
both national and regional levels.



Asociación Ambiente y Sociedad (AAS) 
participated as a representative of the public 
opinion in the process on the regional treaty on 
access to information, participation and justice in 
environmental matters, Principle 10 since the 
beginning of the negotiation. We worked on the 
coordination of the group of access to 
environmental information by constructing and 
presenting the proposals from  society, achieving 
influence on governments and broadcasting 
various communication campaigns.

Active participation in the negotiation 
of a Treaty on Environmental 

Democracy: Principle10

Activities

At the end of 2017  the Eighth Meeting of the Negotiating 
Committee - Principle 10, was developed in which we 
contribute to the preparatory work. During this meeting 
standards for access to environmental justice were adopted, 
as well as the the objective of the agreement and the 
approval of a specific article on the protection of 
environmental defenders.

Eighth Meeting of the Committee in
Santiago - Chile



Socio-environmental
conflicts in strategic
ecosystems and
alternative processes
from the communities
that inhabit them

Colombia distinguishes itself as a country 
with a great diversity of ecosystems of high 
ecological, human, and economic value. It is 
therefore that, The Association Environment 
and Society has as a proposal of institutional 
work to carry out exercises that allow to read 
the socio-environmental conflicts in these 
territories to identify the entities of economic 
and social power, as well as, emphasizing on 
the alternatives of the communities to 
provide key information that allows to 
strengthen citizen participation, aiming at 
designing legal and political strategies that 
confront and promote solutions to these 
environmental issues.



The Colombian high mountain is considered a strategic 
ecosystem due to its great water richness, its regulatory 
function of the hydrological cycle, its high diversity of 
species and habitats, its carbon-dioxide filtration and its 
social and cultural values as a territory of farmer 
communities. And aboriginal communities. Given the 
foregoing, (in addition to the possible impacts derived from 
the set of infrastructure, mining, road, and energy projects 
carried out in these regions.) We set out to make visible 
some of its ecological and social characteristics, as well as 
the alternative processes of life that come from the 
abovementioned communities.

High Mountain

Since 2015 we have carried out an exercise to 
characterize the mining, energy and road projects 
that surround the Bogotan savanna, which are 
the targets of some of the most relevant conflicts 
that are taking place in this strategic space.

In 2017 we published the Socio-environmental 
“Socio-environmental-conflict document in the 
Moorland of Bogotan savvana. National Studies” 
where we identified and prioritize four processes 
of use and management of the territory, as well 
as, opposition to entities and their interests. Since 
its launch, this document has had more than 
18,000 visits on the web. Association 
Environment and Society. (2017). Conflictos 
socioambientales en los páramos de la sabana 
de Bogotá. Estudios nacionalesPrieto Rozo, A. 
(2017). Recoverable from 

Initiative:
Let's look after the Moorland!

http://www.ambienteysociedad.org.co/es/conflictos-socio
ambientales-en-los-paramos-de-la-sabana-de-bogota/

This course highlighted the importance of the 
Colombian high mountains and some of its most recent 
problems. We formed a panel of academic experts and 
social organizations, who through online conferences 
shared knowledge and opinions. We offered a wide 
variety of support material such as: academic articles, 
presentations and videos with explanatory interviews, 
infographics, maps, case studies and virtual forums. The 
course comprised three hundred people among college 
students, university students, professionals, public 
officials and community leaders from Bogotá and 
twenty-one departments of the country, as well as two 
foreigners. An applied exercises in their territories, and 
management proposals were proposed. To know details 
of the course, you can visit the following link: 

Colombian High Mountain Course: 
socio-environmental conflicts in 

strategic territories

http://formacionays.info/cursos/curso-en-linea-la-alta-montana
-colombiana-conflictos-socioambientales-en-territorios-estrate

gicos-2/



We focus on the impacts of the El Dorado II airport, 
whose construction has three stages planned to be 
completed within a period of 50 years. The polygon of 
the project would affect 178 properties in Facatativá and 
Madrid, in Laguna Larga, Paso Ancho, Moyano, Faca, 
Madrid, Santa Cruz and Los Árboles. This project would 
affect water sources such as the Subachoque, 
Serrezuela, Bermeo, Chircal and Moyano swamps. 
Among the strongest environmental impacts are the 
loss of closed individuals, the diversion of the 
Subachoque River and the location of the polygon on 
the Moyano glade.

Swamps  and megaprojects in the 
savannah of Bogotá: impacts and 

resistances

The Association Environment and Society in association with the Zihita Sie 
Environmental Network held five territorial workshops, between October 
and November 2017, and two forums (June the 24th  and December the 
2nd  2017) as part of a community articulation strategy around to the 
participation on the city-laid-out planning of  Madrid town and its response 
to the project. In addition, of the following activities:
• Preparation of social cartography to know the perception of the 
communities about the possible impacts that the project could generate 
in their territories.
• Accompaniment to the city-laid-out blue print of Madrid town to see 
possible impact on the reformulation of the Land Management Plan “POT”.
• Preparation of audiovisual material "The airport trips me out", which 
collects local testimonies regarding the construction of the airport and the 
possible relocation of properties. Five videos were made showing the 
community´s point of view, their perceptions are heard and possible 
recommendations and routes are presented.

Publication of the document Socio-environmental conflicts in the 
savannah of Bogotá: the case of the Moyan swamp, where the 
environmental and legal conditions of this wetland are presented, several of 
the current effects, the state of the administrative processes of two of the 
megaprojects to be implemented in this zone and some 
recommendations for its protection and management. The complete 
reference is: (Association Environment and Society). Asociación Ambiente 
y Sociedad. (2017).  Conflictos socioambientales en la sabana de Bogotá: 
el caso del humedal Moyano, Lozano, M. A. and Veloza, P. (2017). 
Recoverable from 

Process at  regional  level

infographics
http://www.ambienteysociedad.org.co/es/conflictos-socioambien

tales-en-la-sabana-de-bogota-caso-humedal-moyano /



Protection of the
territorial rights of
Amazonian indigenous
communities

Since its inception, The Association 
Environment and Society (AAS) has favored 
the work in collective territories of black 
communities and indigenous people since 
we are interested in developing a 
connection among community, territory and 
cultural diversity. These territories are 
located in ecosystems of great ecological 
importance and in areas considered as 
filters of carbon dioxide that regulate the 
regional and global climate.

The Amazon region is recognized 
worldwide for having the most extensive 
tropical forest, for being an important filters 
of carbon dioxide and for regulating the 
regional climate. Regarding this matter, the 
Colombian government has manifested, in 
different international and national spaces, 
its interest in conserving the Amazon biome 
due to its great biodiversity, its strong 
capacity to mitigate climate change and 
the presence of diverse indigenous cultures.

However, this region is threatened by 
different development visions that seem 
incompatible with this interest, such as road, 
mining, oil, and dam projects, which are 
causing disturbing rates of deforestation 
and violation of the collective and territorial 
rights of indigenous communities. and 
farmers in the region.



In 2017, we consolidated the "Coalition for the promotion of 
the territorial rights of Amazonian indigenous people and 
the protection of the environment", together with the 
National Organization of the Indigenous People of the 
Colombian Amazon “OPIAC” and the Studies Center for 
Justice Social 'Tierra Digna', with the support of Rainforest 
Foundation Norway (RFN).

Three meetings were carried out in the region (in Mocoa, 
San José del Guaviare and Inírida) with leaders and 
representatives of twenty-three indigenous peoples of the 
departments of Putumayo, Caquetá, Guaviare, Vaupés, 
Guainía and Vichada (andoque, cubeo, kichwa, nukak, 
piratapuyo, camentsá, curripaco, misak, grass, puinave, 
cofán, inga, murui, piapoco, quil lasinga, coreguaje, jiw, nasa, 
pijao, siona, tucano, uitoto and yanacona) with whom the 
current state of the region was discussed and shared data, 
analysis and proposals to improve the exercise of power 
and decision of indigenous people.

To facilitate the exchange of thoughts and proposals, we 
develop and deliver different teaching materials 
(infographics, leaflets, brochures) on some of the sectoral 
policies and processes that are affected in this region: 
Integral Rural Reform “RRI”, Development Program with 
infrastructure Laid-out Approach “PDET”, prior consultation, 
deforestation, extractive policies and road and oil 
development. Recoverable 

Activities:

http://amazoniasoy.com/category/documentos/



Banking and social
and environmental

rights

Investment in physical infrastructure and energy has increased in Colombia 
and Latin America in the recent years, and investment modalities are different 
from traditional external credit resources, which are now joined by national 
development banks, including Chinese banking of course, so,  We use five 
strategies to oversee this issue: 1) follow-up and monitoring of projects and 
institutional spaces in multi lateral banking and national development banks, 
2) follow-up to institutional spaces such as the South American Infrastructure 
and Planning Council “Cosiplan” of the Union of South American Nations 
“Unasur” and the G20, 3) relationship with accountability mechanisms of the 
bank, 4) preparation of reports on contract modalities for execution of works 
and 5) local activities to build possible routes of solving.



Foro de la Sociedad Civil

We highlight our energetic participation in the 
annual and spring meetings of the World Bank, in 
which we promote different topics in the civil society 
opportunity. On the follow-up to the projects that 
are being carried out in a regional context through 
public-private partnerships “PPPs”, we carried out 
two panels:

We were part of the NGO group that promotes 
dialogue with the superintendence  mechanisms of 
traditional banking: the Independent Consultation 
and Research Mechanism “MICI” of the 
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the 
World Bank Inspection Panel (WB), as institutional 
opportunities in multi lateral banking that allow 
citizens to raise concerns and complaints about the 
socio-environmental impacts of projects financed 
by these institutions.

We present position papers and petition rights 
before the government spaces and actions against 
superintendence mechanisms of multi lateral 
banking to demand the inclusion of social entities in 
the definition of policies and allocation of funds.

Legal framework of public-private PPPs (PPP) and 
infrastructure projects in Latin America. (April 
2017)
The challenges of financing infrastructure in 
developing countries through PPPs - A focus on 
contracts and laws. (April 2017)

Annual meetings
of the World Bank

Activities

1.

2.

Foro de la Sociedad Civil

Its purpose was to discuss the possibility of 
establishing a mechanism for direct dialogue with the 
World Bank's executive directors, and to open spaces 
for mutual collaboration and coordination when 
necessary.

Meeting with the Executive Director (ED) 
of Brazil branch of the World Bank

This discussion table was presented by Association Environment 
and Society “Asociacion Ambiente y Sociedad” together with the 
Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights organization, within the 
framework of the annual meetings of the World Bank and the 
IMF in 2018, and aimed at integrating different representatives of 
society organizations. To discuss the challenges for 
environmental defenders in relation to projects financed by 
International Financial Institutions (IFIS) in Latin America.

Discussion table “Protecting the civic space”: 
citizen participation, environmental defenders 

and International Financial Institutions (IFIS) 
in Latin America



We co-organize and lead the meeting on 
"Responsible investments, sustainable development 
and responsible business conduct: challenges and 
opportunities for the G20 2018 process", on 
December the 6th and the 7th in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. Where over thirty organizations in Latin 
America, Europe, North America and different 
Argentine provinces participated,  aiming  at unifying 
criteria around the participation of Citizens.

Participation in previous meetings 
G20 2018

Association Environment and Society “Asociacion 
Ambiente y Sociedad” participated in the 
"Roundtable on public consultations", promoting the 
strengthening and implementation of social and 
environmental safeguards, and ensuring that the 
processes of consultation with the communities are 
carried out throughout the project cycle. We are 
waiting for the IDB to publish its new relationship 
strategy with Citizens.

XVII Annual Meeting of the IDB Group 
with Civil Society (Bolivia) As part of the Regional Coalition for Transparency 

and Participation,  we lead the working group 
corresponding to "self-government and 
de-Coloniality". Association Environment and 
Society “Asociacion Ambiente y Sociedad” 
presented the main challenges of the Amazonian 
communities in the face of the growing 
investment in infrastructure from the IFIS and the 
Chinese banks that affect their territories and, in 
the Colombian case, in front of the exit of the 
departments of Caquetá and Putumayo from the 
conception of the Amazon in the National 
Development Plan 2014-2018.

VIII Pan-Amazonian Social
Forum (Fospa)

The Association Environment and Society 
“Asociacion Ambiente y Sociedad”, the Regional 
Coalition for Transparency and Participation and the 
journalistic platform "Connectas" discussed at the 
Virtual Meeting.

Multi lateral banking, "Development Engine?", on 
November the 1st , 2017, on the issues of sustainable 
development and the role of multi lateral banking, the 
scenarios in which public-private partnerships are 
established, citizen participation and transparency. 
The event was attended by: Eurodad, Transparency 
International, the Brazilian journalistic space JOTA and 
the Independent Consultation and Research 
Mechanism (MICI) of the IDB

Virtual Encounter: Multilateral 
banking: development engine?



It provides information on the nature, modalities 
and sectors to which Chinese investments in 
Latin America are directed, as well as the main 
agreements between governments. It also has 
a section that makes the effects visible to 
towns and communities.

Virtual platform Chinese 
investment in Latin America

We participated in the workshop "Transcontinental Dialogue on 
Investment and Financing of China in the Global South" invited by 
the MOTT Foundation, in which we showed the advances in which 
we had worked on in terms of compression, mapping, and 
broadcasting of information about China as a new relevant 
investment entity in the region, based on a local vision of its impacts.

Workshop "Transcontinental Dialogue on Investment 
and Financing of China in the Global South"

held on May the 17th  and the 18th  in Bogotá, Colombia, was 
co-organized with the Group Regional Meeting on Financing 
and Infrastructure (Grefi). Issues: impacts on human rights and 
the environment of Chinese investments in the region, and 
concrete cases involving leaders of affected communities in 
Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and Bolivia.

Regional workshop on actions and 
advocacy against Chinese investments 

in Latin America and the Caribbean



Documents

AAS (Asociación Ambiente y 
Sociedad). (2017). Asociaciones 
público-privadas desde la banca 
multilateral. Implementación en 
América Latina. Parte I/Parte II. 
(Autor: Cruz, D.) Bogotá: AAS. 
Recoverable from: 
http://www.ambienteysociedad.
org.co/es/asociaciones-publico-
privadas-desde-la-banca-multi l
ateral-implementacion-en-ameri
ca-latina/

Its content and conclusions have 
served as inputs for presentations 
in workshops and seminars, and 
the full text has been published 
on the AAS website, lists and 
formats for free distribution in 
regional and national events.

AAS. (2017). Estudio comparativo 
del marco normativo nacional de 
las APP en Colombia, Perú, y 
Brasil. (Autor: Estrada, V.) Bogotá: 
AAS. Recoverable from 
http://www.ambienteysociedad.
org.co/es/estudio-comparativo-e
n-la-implementacion-de-las-aso
ciaciones-publico-privadas-app/

In this study we stop on the 
background of this type of law on 
the subject of the application in 
order to know: 1) Scope, 2) 
Regulating matters, 3) distribution 
of contracts between the award 
of works, 4) distribution of risks 
between the private sector and 
the government 5) changes on 
risks.

Quest ions about
the role of International
F inancial  Inst i tut ions
in the implementat ion of
Publ ic-Pr ivate Par tnerships
(PPPs)

AAS. (2017). Questions about 
the role of International Financial 
Institutions in the 
implementation of 
Public-Private Partnerships 
(PPP). (Authors: Cruz, D. and 
Estrada, V.) Recoverable from 
http://www.ambienteysocieda
d.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2
017/06/PPPs-public-private-par
therships.pdf.

The objective of the document 
is to analyze the role of 
international financial institutions 
as the promoters of the PPP 
model, mainly in Latin America 
and the Caribbean.

El BM redacta una definición por fuera del nuevo ESF, de lo que considera 
como grupos vulnerables; sin embargo, defensoras de derechos de la mujer, 
Lgbti y de personas discapacitadas, exigieron la inserción de  una 
salvaguarda con un claro reconocimiento de los grupos y sus  derechos y con 
enfoque de género.

Carece de un enfoque de derechos humanos y evita referencias a estándares 
internacionales en esta materia. No se establece un compromiso claro y 
vinculante con los DDHH para la financiación de proyectos por parte del 
BM.

El nuevo marco no establece un procedimiento con plazos, criterios u 
obligaciones concretas que permitan evaluar y administrar los riesgos 
ambientales y sociales de los proyectos. 

La norma de los Pueblos Indígenas ha sido reforzada al  incluir un requisito 
para el Consentimiento Libre, Previo e Informado (CLPI). Sin embargo, la 
política  define el consentimiento como "apoyo colaborativo"y aplica solo a 
algunas situaciones concretas.

El nuevo marco, al igual que la normativa anterior, no aplica para los 
préstamos de Política de desarrollo (DPL) ni para el financiamiento a través 
de Programa por Resultados (PporR).

Las organizaciones de la sociedad civil criticaron que el 
proceso no haya incorporado la mayoría de sus comentarios, 
la no traducción de algunos documentos de consulta y la 
limitada participación en las reuniones.

Se teme que esta tendencia a flexibilizar las políticas de 
salvaguarda influya en otras Instituciones Financieras al 
tomar como referencia este nuevo marco para modificar sus 
salvaguardas.

El Marco sustituye a la Política Operativa (OP) y Procedimientos Bancarios (BP) sobre: 
Evaluación Ambiental; Hábitat Natural;Manejo de Plagas; Pueblos Indígenas; Recursos 
Físicos Culturales; Reasentamiento Involuntario; Bosques, y Seguridad de las Presas. 

Este Marco no sustituye las Normas de Desempeño para las Actividades del Sector Privado, 
Proyectos sobre aguas Internacionales y Proyectos en Territorios  en disputa.

Proceso de revisión
de salvaguardas
Desde 2012 inició un proceso de revisión y 
actualización de un nuevo marco integrado de 
políticas de salvaguarda. El proceso levanto 
preocupaciones por la flexibilización de las 
exigencias en materia social y ambiental:

1

El nuevo marco quedo compuesto por las siguientes políticas: i) Evaluación y gestión de los riesgos e 
impactos ambientales y sociales; ii) Condiciones laborales y de trabajo; iii) Eficiencia de los recursos y 
prevención y gestión de la contaminación; iv) Salud y seguridad de la comunidad; v) Adquisición de 
tierras, restricciones en el uso de tierras y reasentamiento involuntario; vi) Conservación de la 
biodiversidad y manejo sustentable de recursos naturales vivos; vii) Pueblos indígenas; viii. Patrimonio 
cultural; ix) Intermediarios financieros; x) Compromiso con los actores y acceso a la información

Cambios y preocupaciones
en el nuevo Marco
Ambiental y Social del
Banco Mundial

Algunas críticas principales son:

2

Nuevo marco de salvaguardas
sociales y ambientales

del Banco Mundial
¿Qué son las
salvaguardas?
Serie de políticas orientadas 

a garantizar que las 
actividades que se financian 
las instituciones financieras 
no perjudiquen a personas o 

el medioambiente. 

APOYADO POR

AAS infographics. (2017). 
Nuevo marco de 
salvaguardas sociales y 
ambientales del Banco 
Mundial. Recoverable from 
https://coalicionregional.n
et/infografia-metodologia-
de-evaluacion-ambiental-
y-social-con-enfoque-estr
ategico-ease-iirsa/

The main changes and 
concerns are presented in 
the new Environmental 
and Social Framework 
(MAS) of the World Bank.



Articles of analysis and opinion 
on China-Latin America relations 
through the blog of “El 
Espectador” newspaper 
“Infraestructura en América 
Latina”. Recoverable from 
http://blogs.elespectador.com/a
uthor/impactosocioambiental

Estrada, V. (2017). Retroceso del 
régimen de licencias ambientales 
en Colombia Revista 
Latinoamericana de Derechos y 
Políticas Ambientales, 5, 69-80. 
Recoverable form  
http://www.ambienteysociedad.or
g.co/es/revista-latinoamericana-d
e-derecho-y-politicas-ambientale
s/

The infrastructure and mining 
sectors are taken as analysis 
cases. This article was published 
together with the analysis of other 
members of the Coalition and 
allies of the environmental group 
of the Citizen Participation Forum 
of Cosiplan.

INFRAESTRUCTURA
E IMPACTO SOCIOAMBIENTAL

Documents

AAS English translation 
document. (2017). “The regional 
movement of China in Latin 
America”. (Flórez, M. and Cruz, D.) 
Recoverable from 
http://www.ambienteysociedad.o
rg.co/wp-content/uploads/2018/0
1/Informe_La_Movida_Regional_
de_China_Ambiente_Sociedad_
Colombia_2018.pdf.

This document points out China's 
strategy to promote the 
infrastructure agenda, the 
consolidation of its investments in 
the region, and the importance of 
the Community of Latin American 
and Caribbean States (CELAC) as 
a regional body with which they 
establish agreements, and create 
funds from infrastructure which 
have facilitated the consolidation 
of their investments in Latin 
America.

AAS (2017). Implementation of the 
2030 agenda: are the "partners" 
fulfi l ling? (¿los "socios" están 
cumpliendo?) National report for 
Colombia in the Social Watch 
Report Spotlight On Sustainable 
Development 2017 Cruz, D. (2007) 
Retrieved from: 
http://www.socialwatch.org/sites/
default/fi les/2017-SR-COLOMBIA
-esp.pdf. 

The document presents a regional 
overview of how the 
implementation of PSAs is going 
in Latin America and Colombia. It 
highlights the role of the 
multilateral bank in the 
implementation of this scheme, 
the state of implementation of the 
legal and institutional framework 
for PPPs and some problems that 
face this mentioned scheme.



Climate
Justice

Under the heading of climate finance, resources from the national budget, 
donations from international cooperation, and loans are counted. The gaps in 
information about who receives and who executes said resources constitute 
the main problem for their monitoring.

Monitoring this funding, in the short and long term, is important if you want to 
enforce the compliance, at the national level, of these frameworks and the 
implementation of effective transparency mechanisms in the transfer and 
investment of the resources associated with the climate change. This allows 
citizens (the vulnerable communities of the country), to have tools to be the 
main fiscals in the fight against climate change.



Activities

We participatead as an accredited civil society organization as 
an observer before the UNFCCC in the intersessional and annual 
meetings convened by the Convention.

Participation in the "Workshop for Central American and 
Mexican civil society: climate financing for the benefit of local 
communities" held in Panama in October 2017.
Report to Rainforest Foundation Norway on the progress of 
the Joint Declaration signed by Germany, Norway, United 
Kingdom and Colombia for the reduction of deforestation in 
the country .

Participation in Conference of the 
Parties (COP) under the UNFCCC

upon which  are the funding initiatives currently implemented 
in Colombia to facilitate the follow-up of the projects that 
receive these funds, so that citizens can find out where they 
come from, what the ways are to access those resources, how 
they are invested and how to Audit groups can be organized in 
the future.

Document: "Diagnosis and approach: strategic 
route on participation in the climate finance 

agenda Colombia".(“Diagnóstico y planteamiento: 
ruta estratégica sobre participación en la agenda 

de financiamiento climático Colombia”.) 
In 2017, through the “Call for Inputs document: 
Green Climate Fund Indigenous People´s 
'Policy” , the Secretary for the Fund made the 
call to receive contributions and proposals with 
the purpose of developing the content of the 
indigenous people's policy of the FVC. The 
Association for Environment and Society (AAS) 
(an organization accredited as an observer to 
the fund) and the Process of Black 
Communities (PCN) sent their contributions 
requesting that Afro-descendant communities 
be considered and included explicitly within 
the policy of indigenous people in the Green 
Climate Background.

Additionally, in July the FVC made a new call 
for public contributions to which the PCN 
responded, with the support of AAS and other 
partner organizations; developed the 
document of contributions requesting again to 
the Green Climate Fund that the local 
communities and Afro-descendant people of 
Latin America and the Caribbean should be 
considered within the policy of indigenous 
people in the Green Climate Fund. With 
actions like this we work to strengthen 
collective rights and access to information and 
participation of communities in the country

Contributions to the policy of 
indigenous peoples of the Green 

Climate Fund (FVC)



The reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions caused by deforestation and 
forest degradation, plus the conservation 
and increase of CO2 intake  (REDD +), as a 
mechanism for mitigating climate 
change, presents challenges to the extent 
that its focus privileges a Western 
scientific reading of the data on carbon 
status, but to our knowledge it does not 
sufficiently integrate other ecological, 
economic and cultural values from the 
views of the people.

Promotion of community 
forest monitoring

Project presented and approved by the Forest Carbon Partnership 
Facility (FCPF), its objective was to generate and strengthen the 
political participation capacities of women and young people in 
the mentioned community councils of Pacific area, as a function 
of the construction of the national REDD+ strategy (ENREDD+) 
framed in the appropriation, promotion and enforceability of 
human and collective rights, through a process of individual and 
organizational strengthening. This proposal seeks to directly 
benefit 80 women and indirectly to their councils, as they are 
part of the political organizational articulation of the regional 
Palenque congal-PCN.

Towards the strengthening of the political 
participation of women and youth in the 

community councils of Naya, Yurumangui, 
Cajambre, Mayorquin, Raposo, Anchicaya and 
Calima in the framework of the construction of 

the REDD+ National strategy   ENREDD+.

which was presented, together with the 
communities that developed the proposal to 
community entities, social organizations, 
community council leaders and the 
government. These preliminary guidelines, 
elaborated by the Community Council of the 
Yurumanguí River in the Pacific and the 
Ikarwa community in the Sierra Nevada de 
Santa Marta were recognized as a 
community advance by one of the Early 
Warning Bulletins for Deforestation of the 
Institute of Hydrology, Meteorology and 
Studies. Environmental “Ideam” which is the 
competent national authority before the 
United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) - and are 
collected as input for the Participatory 
Community Monitoring of natural forests 
agenda.

Preliminary document on 
"Proposal of guidelines for 

participatory community forest 
monitoring"

Propuesta de Lineamientos de

MFCP

Monitoreo Forestal
Comunitario Participativo

Proceso de
omunidades

Negras
Organización Nacional de la Sierra Nevada

CONFEDERACIÓN INDÍGENA TAYRONA



Strategic
communication
for sustainable

development In Association Environment and Society, new 
communication technologies are great allies to project 
institutional information and be a reference on the media 
and public opinion.



Achievements
2017.
Management
in web
platforms



Graph 1. Report of visits to the site 
www.ambienteysociedad.org.co 
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The Google Analytics visits report reported more than 150,000 
visits to the Ambiente y Sociedad AAS website and more than 
130,000 active users (figure 1). Active visitors come from countries 
such as Colombia, Venezuela, Mexico, the United States, Peru, 
Spain, Argentina, Ecuador, Bolivia and Chile.

Fuente: © 2018 Google



Graph 2. Report of visits to the site 
www.chinaenamericalatina.info
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The new Chinese investment platform in Latin America, according 
to Google Analytics, has had more than 1,900 sessions since its 
launch, 900 active users and more than 10,000 visits on its pages 
(graph 2). Visitors come from Colombia, the United States, 
Argentina, Argentina, Ecuador, Peru, Taiwan, Mexico, Canada, Brazil 
and Spain.

Fuente: © 2018 Google



Campaigns in
social networks

Facebook: 12 834 fans
Publications during 2017 reached more 
than 300,000 people

Twitter: 12 000 followers

Instagram: 2.900 followers

The tweets from @ambienteysoc 
reached more than 2.500.000 
impressions during 2017.

For the celebration of the water day in March 
2017, “Asociación Ambiente y Sociedad”, 
together with the Heinrich Böll Foundation, held 
the photo contest #NuestraAguaEsVida on the 
social network Instagram. During the contest, 
more than 700 photos of water sources and 
beautiful ecosystems were received, such as: 
rivers, moorlands among others.
Hashtracking reported on the proposed hashtag, 
#NuestraAguaEsVida, more than 2,117,096 views, 
as well as more than 100,000 “like” clicks and 
more than 7,000 comments.

#NUESTRAAGUAESVIDA

In July of 2017 a campaign was launched via Twitter with the 
hashtag #MasBosqueMenosCemento for the care of hil ls and 
strategic ecosystems, which was a national trend.

#MasBosqueMenosCemento 

317
POSTS

239
USERS

515,331
REACH

808,934
IMPRESIONS

118534
LIKES

Impresions

2.2 M

Reach

7234
COMENTS

785
POST



Management
on media

During the year 2017 we had more than 
thirty mentions in local and national media. 
We highlight our active opinion spaces during 
2017 in the magazine "Semana Sostenible" 
and the radio station "Contagio Radio"



In 2017, the Association 
Environment and Society, 
managed to obtain a space 
of opinion in the Colombian 
newspaper El Espectador. 
This blog specializes in 
infrastructure issues in Latin 
America. The blog is 
managed by Asociación 
Ambiente y Sociedad in 
collaboration with the 
Regional Coalition for 
Transparency and Financing. 
Since its launch, it has had 
more than 9,000 visits. 
Recoverable in 

In November 2017 the Amazon 
Debate, Diversity at Risk ?, was 
held in partnership with the 
newspaper El Espectador. More 
than ninety people among 
indigenous leaders, academics 
and government participated in 
the debate. During the broadcast, 
the El Espectador YouTube channel 
reached more than 1,000 views 
and more than 2,000 views on 
Facebook. Recoverable at 

http://blogs.elespectador.com/aut
hor/impactosocioambiental

https://www.youtube.com/watch?ti
me_continue=405&v=_TeSPZ9txlE 

Within the framework of this 
event, the new coalition for the 
promotion of the territorial rights 
of Amazonian indigenous 
peoples and the protection of 
the environment was also 
officially presented, composed 
of the following participants:

CON EL APOYO:



More than 1000 young people in Bogotá 
participated in this activity that promoted the use of 
the bicycle in the city.

Within the framework of this activity, Asociación 
Ambiente y Sociedad organized the Bici Cine: 
Exhibition of short films on the territorial rights of 
indigenous and Afro-Colombian peoples

Support for the realization of the Solar 
Picnic to the group of young people 

"Conciénbiciate".

Activities

With art I defend my territory. 
Support for the creation of murals in 
schools for the Tasco-Boyacá Youth 

Collective



Thanks to
our funders




