
 

 

PANAMA CITY, 27 OCTOBER 2015 

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 

GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES, TECHNICAL SECRETARY OF ECLAC AND 

MEMBERS OF CIVIL SOCIETY: 

 

The undersigned are civil society organizations formed by Latin American and Caribbean youth 

who work on issues related to the environment and human rights. Today, we want to extend a 

special greeting to the States parties to the Declaration on the implementation of Principle 10 of the 

Rio Declaration of 1992, who are engaged in a paradigmatic process that fills us with hope looking 

to build a better world, where environmental democracy can be a reality on our continent and the 

role of Latin American and Caribbean youth as promoters of environmental awareness and the 

guarantee of human rights is valued and promoted. 

The international community has recognized the interdependence of the environmental situation on 

our planet and the guarantee of human rights. The global community has become aware of the 

environmental degradation that human behavior has produced and the impacts that these 

environmental damage have on humankind. It has been determined that the environment in which 

we live is essential to the full enjoyment of a wide range of basic human rights such as the right to 

life, health, food and water, and that neither human dignity nor human rights can be guaranteed if 

people do not live in a healthy environment. 

Also it has been recognized that the protection of human rights, such as the right of access to 

information and the right to citizen participation contribute to environmental protection and conflict 

prevention. This is because when people are informed, they participate meaningfully in the 

decision-making processes that affect them, thus increasing the likelihood that such decisions would 

ensure their right to enjoy a healthy environment. The international community has identified, as a 

priority, the guarantee of these procedural rights that impact the way in which environmental 

governance and democracy are conceived, and which are essential to the implementation of 

Sustainable Development Goals in the context of the Post-2015 Agenda that was adopted last 

September. 

In addition, the role of children and youth in building a more sustainable world has been highlighted 

by different instruments of international environmental law, and the principle of intergenerational 

equity has established itself as one of the major objectives of the international society. However, 

there is still a lack of concrete action on how to protect and promote the access rights of young 

people in Latin America and the Caribbean 

In that sense, we consider it necessary that, as part of this process, States recognize the value of 

environmental education as a fundamental tool to create greater sensitivity to and awareness of 

environmental protection by including it in their educational policies. 



 

 

We also believe that it is critical that our continent environmental information is declared public 

and that access is allowed and promoted proactively by government entities.  We hope that 

environmental participation would be seen as an inclusive and necessary process which 

demonstrates the commitment of people to their environment and ensures that decisions affecting 

development of natural resources and ecosystems take the views of citizens into account. And in 

face of environmental conflicts and violations of environmental and human rights, that citizens can 

obtain adequate and effective redress from efficient judicial mechanisms that would ensure that 

States fulfill their obligations to protect the environment. 

For these reasons, we believe that a regional instrument to implement principle 10 would be a big 

step for Latin America and the Caribbean with the goal of creating better standards of 

environmental democracy in our region. It would help to address the serious environmental 

problems that threaten lives in our various countries and prevent socio-environmental conflicts that 

in recent years, due to accelerated economic development, have become the constant reality of Latin 

America and the Caribbean. 

We call on the representatives of governments meeting in the Negotiating Committee to engage 

with children and young people of its country, with children and youth in Latin America and the 

Caribbean, with all those new generations inheriting earth who will suffer the greatest consequences 

of environmental degradation We urge our governments to make clear commitments to 

environmental democracy through the signing of a binding legal instrument that provides an 

appropriate legislative framework for implementing access rights in Latin America and the 

Caribbean. 

It is necessary that the result of this process is a strong agreement, with clear, enforceable and 

binding obligations that provide the legal tools necessary for the realization of access rights and that 

strengthen the capacities of governments and civil society. An agreement that recognizes a human 

rights approach to a healthy environment, that emphasizes on the principle of intergenerational 

equity, and that promotes the participation of all stakeholders, including the youth, indigenous, Afro 

descendants and women. 

Today, we have turned to you in our capacity as the representatives of the youth to give you a 

message of hope for the future and point out the commitments that we hope will be made at the 

Convention on Principle 10. We wish you the best of luck in this important meeting, where we 

know important steps to protect our rights will be taken. We hope that the negotiations move 

forward successfully in this session, and that that each time there will be more progress towards 

building a better world for future generations. As young people of Latin America and the 

Caribbean, we are committed to continue working so that the access rights enshrined in Principle 10 

of the Rio Declaration will become a reality on our continent and contribute to the development of a 

regional instrument. 

Sincerely,  

ASOCIACIÓN AMBIENTE Y SOCIEDAD AAS, Colombia  
 



 

 

ACLIMATANDO- Movimiento Nacional de Jóvenes frente al Cambio Climático en Argentina 

ASOCIACIÓN DE AFRODESCENDIENTES NELSON MANDELA – ASAFRONELMAN, 

Colombia 

ASOCIACIÓN CHAMANICA Y ECOLOGICA, Colombia 

BARRANQUILLA+20, Colombia 

CLIC – VENEZUELA 

FORO NACIONAL POR COLOMBIA 

FUNDACION PARA EL DESARROLLO DE POLITICAS SUSTENTABLES-FUNDEPS, 

Argentina 

INSTITUTO DE ABOGADOS PARA LA PROTECCIÓN DEL MEDIO AMBIENTE 

(INSAPROMA), Republica Dominicana 

REACCIÓN CLIMÁTICA – Bolivia 

RED INTERNACIONAL JÓVENES IBEROAMERICANOS 

TIERRACTIVA – Bolivia 

WECAN LAC (WOMEN’S EARTH AND CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK - LATINAMERICA 

AND THE CARIBBEAN) 

 

                                

        
 


